‘Raid’ Puzzles Californians
T "I Incident Called
'‘False. Alarm' -

BY FRANK FRAWLEY
Los* Angeles, Cal.,- Feb, 23.
A’ 'Phousands of sleepy citi-
zens, who had thrills and chills
.|eatly today watehing what
they thought was an enemy
air raid, werc wondering to-
night what. it was all about.
Navy Sece. Knox' statement n
Washington that, from intormation
:|venching him, the incident was s

faise rm” echoed the =already
expressed opinions of many South.
‘lern Californians,

But it brought ng immediate re-
laxatior in the tight-liped silence
‘lof - the army's Western defense
command. That sllence was broken
Just once during the day, to admit
;| that re . was @ blackoul anc
,j3baoting, and to add that no bombs
\;ere-dmpned and no planes shat

own.

-At 3:45 o'clocit this afternoon
| Fourth " Army - headnuarters - issued
tt_his gtatement, without alabora-
on:

| “The.aircraft which causéd the
hlackout In the Los Angeles area
for several -hours this morning
have not been identifiad™

pumped thoussnds of rounds of
ammunilion {oward an ohjective
presumed fixed in the plercing
beams of uncounted searchlights.
Southern California {rom the San
Jn:}uiu Valley ic the Mexican
border was blacked out from 2:35
2. m. (PWT) te 7:21 a. m.

Sirens Screech.

- The- screeching wails of . sirens
awakened maost of Lhe areh’s
3,000,000 sleepers and within R few
minites they saw a slow-maving
objecl, which many thought was a
blimp, caught In an intensely
bright -pateh of light where scores
of -~ searchlights converged. The
“poom, poem poom” of antl-gir-
craft guns rattled windows in some
of the beach arcas and there were
brilllant bursts of fire, somewhal
Hke the spreading of Fourth of
J’ulyt skyrockets, uround {he sky
‘eratt.

A Ereath-Taking Sky Drana.

It was noisy, breath-taking sky
drama, played in aslmost utter
blackn befare an

a a
stient audience, a thrill packed pre-
vidgw of war where the sieepy-vyed




WHERE ANTI-AIRCRAFT GQNS OPENED UP—Xap
spots areas (1) 2bout- Los Angeles where anti-gireraft
. guns opened ulg and searchlights sought out either a plane

or a blimp. The ohject moved down the coast from Sania
Aonica and disappeared southof tke Siginal Hill eil fields.
AN of Southern Californiu was blacked oui. At Golet
(2) u submarine previously had fired 23 shells into au
ail field. . -
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